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About Resume Portfolio

Hi, I’m Elliot! I’m an architect turned building scientist turned information 
scientist. I guess that makes me part designer, part scientist, and part engineer.

A California native, I studied architecture in college. After college, I worked as an 
architect, and later a construction cost estimator. While I worked in the building 
industry, I developed a strong desire to make the built environment a more 
sustainable place. In pursuit of this goal, I began a MS program in Building Science 
believing that research and knowledge is key in implementing change.

While in grad school, I became interested in building energy dashboards and how 
information, when presented thoughtfully, can influence people’s behavior and 
act to conserve resources. This interest served me later as I applied my broad set 
of skills working at a non-profit, the Institute for the Sustainable Performance of 
Buildings (Superb). At Superb, I aided in the development of educational software 
intended to teach building professionals the basics of high performance buildings.

My interest in information visualization and experience developing educational 
software then led me to the I School where I have found my calling in User 
Experience design.

The process of UX design resonates with me. In architectural design, the emphasis 
is more often than not about space and voids, guided by the architect’s own hubris, 
rather than a clear focus on the user’s needs. As someone who wanted to design 
things for people, the architect’s focus was counter-intuitive. I’m glad to finally be 
in a place where others share similar perspectives on design.

When not harping on architects, I enjoy the hiking-photography nexus, cooking 
delicious meals, baking bread and fancy cakes, nerding out over TED talks, and 
playing my guitar or listening to music (from bluegrass to the symphony).

Elliot Nahman

elliot@ischool.berkeley.edu

510-473-7436
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I worked as an architect, and later a construction cost estimator. 
While I worked in the building industry, I developed a strong desire 
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at a non-profit, the Institute for the Sustainable Performance 
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basics of high performance buildings.
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I am a tinkerer. I am also a 
photographer. This is a personal project 
which combines both.

Inspired by my former professor, 
Cris Benton, I’ve wanted to get into 
aerial photography for some time. 
Unfortunately, kite aerial photography 
has a high barrier for entry for 
someone who has never flown a kite. 
But pole aerial photography seemed 
much easier.

I bought a 9.5 meter long carbon fiber 
margin pole—typically used for fishing 
in the UK. I then built a rig to attach 
my camera and designed a device to 
remotely fire the shutter.

To fire the camera, I have two parts: 
one on the ground and one on the 
camera. Attached to the camera is an 
Arduino mini, connected to an xbee 
radio transmitter and a servo motor 
which physically presses the camera 
shutter button. On the ground is a 
remote with a button connected to 
another xbee radio transmitter. When 
the button is pressed, the signal is 
transmitted to the Arduino which then 
actuates the server. An LED indicates 

Web/Mobile Apps 
CrossMetRx
Graffiti
Shade

Device Design
Drinke
Pole Photography
Bus Pet
Simple Game
Survey Kiosk

Info Vis
E-Plus Viewer
Psychrometric Chart
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POLE AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY RIG
Summer 2010

elliot nahman

elliot@ischool.berkeley.edu
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Pole with rig and camera


