I 181 – Technology and Poverty, Summer 2012

Assignment 1. Poverty as Personal Experience

Kaffir  Boy: The True Story of a Black Youth’s Coming of Age in Apartheid South Africa
Mark Mathabane (South Africa, years: 1960 – 1979)

Macro-questions:

· What is the history of exploration and imperialism by Europeans in South Africa?  What explanation does this offer to the creation of the apartheid system?  Who composed this population of Europeans who settled and/or occupied S. Africa?

· Details of the pass system and how the bureaucracy of the apartheid system functioned.  Review the legislation from 1950 especially: the Group Areas Act, Population Registration Act.  Before 1950 what other pieces of legislation were key?

Resources:

Commanding Heights website - http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/commandingheights/hi/index.html (and the country report on South Africa)

Archive of legislation in South Africa:

http://www.nelsonmandela.org/omalley/index.php/site/q/03lv01538.htm
The current South African government’s summary of the country’s history: http://www.info.gov.za/aboutsa/history.htm
Chapter 6 from Bowker and Star (1999) “The Case of Race Classification and Reclassification Under Apartheid,” Sorting Things Out: Classification and its Consequences 

