I 181 – Technology and Poverty, Summer 2012

Assignment 1. Poverty as Personal Experience

Factory Girls: From Village to City in a Changing China 

Leslie T. Chang (China, years: 2003-2006)

Macro-questions:


· Find out more about the policies of the Chinese government towards internal migration.  What is the history of how the movement of populations has been forced or restricted (starting with the changes of the Cultural Revolution)?  For example, what was the rustication movement?  What is the hukou system?  What were the changing aims of these policies over the decades?

· What has brought about the rapid economic growth through the 1990s and 2000s in China?  What is “Capitalism with Chinese characteristics?”

Resources:

Commanding Heights website - http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/commandingheights/hi/index.html (and the country report on China)

Chan and Zhang (1999) “The Hukou System and Rural-Urban Migration in China: Processes and Changes” 

Breslin (2004) “Capitalism with Chinese Characteristics: the Public, the Private and the International” Asia Research Centre [course website – Materials section]

