I 181 – Technology and Poverty, Summer 2012

Assignment 1. Poverty as Personal Experience

Crossing Over: A Mexican Family on the Migrant Trail
Ruben Martinez (Mexico, years: mainly the 1990s, sometimes looking back to previous generations from the 1960s)

Macro questions: 

· How have events such as the World Wars and the Depression, or the signing of the NAFTA and devaluation of the Mexican peso, shaped the volume and profile of migrants from Mexico to the US over the years? 

· What were important milestones in immigration rules that governed how easy or difficult it was as a Mexican to migrate legally to the US in different time periods? What were the different interest groups that were shaping changes in immigration laws?

· What were the surveillance mechanisms (including technologies) deployed by the US and encountered by 'illegals' in different phases of this history of migration?

Resources: 

Commanding Heights website - http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/commandingheights/hi/index.html (and the country report on Mexico)

PBS feature on the history of the US-Mexico border and shifts in migration patterns

http://www.pbs.org/kpbs/theborder/history/index.html
Harvard magazine article on the history of migration from Mexico to the US

http://harvardmagazine.com/2007/05/uneasy-neighbors-a-brief.html
Chishti and Bergeron (2008) “Virtual Border Fence Given Mixed Assessment in First Test,” Migration Policy Institute. 

